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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask for 
support and prayers for our giants still 
among our midst. Leader Bob Michel is 
struggling and in ill health. Bob was 
born and raised in Peoria, Illinois. He 
is 93 years old, a World War II vet, 
fought across Europe, and was part of 
the D-day invasion. 

For 38 years, he served in this Cham-
ber being minority leader from the 97th 
Congress through the 103rd Congress. 
That is a total of 14 years. 

Bob was honored by then-House 
Speaker Foley when he was asked to 
take the gavel on November 29, 1994. I 
would encourage my colleagues to look 
at that C–SPAN tape. 

Bob, we love you. We are thinking 
about you at this critical time. 

f 

NO MORAL EQUIVALENCY 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, on Sun-
day, I and many Americans watched in 
horror as our President continued to 
wax poetic on TV about the bromance 
with President Vladimir Putin. 

When the host noted ‘‘But he’s a kill-
er,’’ our President came back with: 
‘‘There are a lot of killers. You think 
our country’s so innocent?’’ 

While our country has made many 
mistakes, we have not yet seen an au-
thoritarian regime brazenly assas-
sinate its political dissenters. 

The same cannot be said for Putin 
and the growing list of murder victims 
and dissenters in Russia, including lib-
eral politician Boris Nemtsov, former 
Press Minister Mikhail Lesin, former 
KGB agent Alexander Litvinenko, and 
journalist Anna Politkovskaya, to just 
name a few. 

There is no moral equivalency be-
tween the United States and Russia. 
We are not yet an autocracy. We are 
not like Russia, and the President 
needs to stop relying on alternative 
facts. 

f 

NORTH KOREA RESOLUTION 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last night, I introduced bipar-
tisan resolution H. Res. 92, condemning 
North Korea’s development of multiple 
intercontinental ballistic missiles and 
calling for an application of all avail-
able sanctions. Sadly, the dictatorship 
in North Korea has been testing nu-
clear weapons, threatening the people 
of South Korea. 

This resolution clearly outlines the 
progression of North Korea’s recent ag-
gression—nuclear tests, ballistic mis-
sile tests, and their willingness to 
share weapons technology with state 
sponsors of terrorism like Iran and 

Syria. It is time to stand up to North 
Korea’s aggression. An ICBM with a 
nuclear warhead is a direct threat to 
the United States and our allies, espe-
cially South Korea. 

Along with Congressman ELIOT 
ENGEL, we are the only two Members of 
Congress to have visited North Korea. I 
believe this resolution is a crucial first 
step to achieving peace through 
strength, especially following Sec-
retary of Defense Jim Mattis’ positive 
visit to South Korea last week. 

I am grateful this resolution is bipar-
tisan, cosponsored by colleagues, Rep-
resentatives MIKE ROGERS, SETH 
MOULTON, TED YOHO, and BRAD SHER-
MAN, along with the Korea Caucus co- 
chair GERRY CONNOLLY. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in support of our international institu-
tions that allow us to get along with 
one another; the WTO, the United Na-
tions, the IMF, the World Bank, 
NAFTA, CAFTA, all of our great inter-
national institutions that allow us to 
amicably resolve our differences. 

Let me tell you something, Mr. 
Speaker, with all the misbehavior and 
problems of the current occupant of 
the White House, what I am most wor-
ried about is this rise of nationalism. 
We have seen this play out before 
throughout our history. 

While no one is as proud to be as 
American as many of us who have the 
privilege to serve in this body, the 
world is more interconnected than ever 
before. And it is more important than 
ever before that Republicans and 
Democrats in this body show our com-
mitment to resolving our legitimate 
disputes and differences amicably 
through the rule of international law 
and our international institutions, 
rather than resorting to violence and 
warfare. 

I call upon my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to renew our commit-
ment to pursuing peaceful, diplomatic 
ways of resolving our international dis-
putes through international legal bod-
ies. 

f 

DIMINISH THE BLIGHT OF HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to efforts to 
diminish the blight of human traf-
ficking on my district, the country, 
and the world. 

Each year, millions of individuals 
worldwide, most often children and 

those living in poverty, fall victim to 
human trafficking. According to the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline, 
approximately 550 cases were reported 
in Florida last year. 

In my district, Pasco County law en-
forcement officials have been hard at 
work to combat human trafficking and 
protect victims locally. We have seen 
it too many times in our own commu-
nity. 

I also wish to highlight the commit-
ment to end human trafficking world-
wide by the Greek Orthodox Church. 
This week, His All Holiness Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew hosted a 
forum in Istanbul, Turkey, alongside 
religious leaders, scholars, and policy-
makers to address the issue of modern- 
day slavery. 

I commend their cooperative leader-
ship and stand with them in promoting 
peace and human dignity internation-
ally. 

f 

b 1215 

LET’S KEEP ALL AMERICANS 
HEALTHY 

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise this afternoon because I 
am appalled by President Trump and 
my Republican colleagues’ attacks on 
the health of Americans. My Repub-
lican colleagues have spent 6 years dis-
paraging the Affordable Care Act from 
its very inception, describing it as a 
‘‘death spiral,’’ ‘‘failure,’’ and ‘‘col-
lapsing,’’ but zero time offering up any 
viable alternative. 

After 6 years of hollow 
grandstanding, Republicans now face 
the clear realization that repealing the 
Affordable Care Act will dump massive 
costs on families and businesses, blow a 
hole in the Federal budget, and strip 
coverage for more than 30 million 
Americans. 

New Jersey has been a positive exam-
ple of ACA implementation. Since en-
actment, Medicaid expansion through 
ACA has insured more than 700,000 mid-
dle-income New Jersey residents who 
couldn’t previously afford it. The unin-
sured rate in New Jersey dropped from 
13.2 percent in 2013 to 8.7 percent in 
2015. 

Mr. Speaker, these are positive 
trends, but President Trump and Re-
publicans in Washington callously dis-
regard these facts so they can live up 
to their reckless promises. I hope that 
they will see the wisdom in their mis-
take and make sure that we keep all 
Americans healthy. 

f 

REMEMBERING DANIEL DELOACH 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Mr. 
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